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KYNbT KOHA B TPAOULNOHHOW KYJIbTYPE TIOPKOA3bIYHLIX HAPOOAOB CEBEPHOIO

KABKA3A (HA NMPUMEPE KAPAYAEBLIEB U BANTKAPLIEB)
Cratbs nocesALLEeHa ponn N MECTY KOHA B PEJNTUITMO3HbIX NpeacTaBneHnAX THPKOA3bIYHbIX HApoa 0B CeBepHOFO KaBkasa, B
YacTHOCTM kapadvaeBLeB 1 bankapueB. ABTOP akLEHTUPYeT BHUMaHWe Ha TOM, YTO (hOpMUPOBaHME M3y4YaeMblX STHOCOB
npoxogmno B npeaenax Kak MUHUMYM OBYX 3KOJIOTMYECKNX HULL. 3Ta 0COBEHHOCTb 3THUYECKOM NCTOPUN THOPKOA3bIYHbIX
Hapoaos CeBepHOI’O KaBka3a Hanoxwuna oTneyaToKk Ha BCH AYXOBHYKO KyIbTypy, B TOM 4uUCne Ha pPennrnosHo-

Mudonornyeckue NpeacTaBneHns, B KOTOPbIX MOXHO NPOCNeAnTb Kak KaBka3ckvue napannenu, Tak u ApeBHETIOPKCKME.
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BBIMOJIHST (DYHKIIUIO BOCIIATAHHS MTOIPACTAIONICTO MOKOJICHUS. basupoBaHue Ha MPUHIMIAX KIACCUYCCKOM OIEpHI,
MPOSIBIISIONICECS B OCOOCHHOCTAX KaK KOMIIO3HIIUH, TaK U MY3BIKAJIBHOTO SI3bIKA, TTO3BOJIMIIO HOBOMY JKaHPY JTOCTa-
TOYHO OBICTPO W MPOYHO 3aHATH MOJIOKEHHE B MEPAPXUU MY3BIKAIBHO-TEATPABHBIX MPEACTaBICHUH, OMpeneTnB
JATbHEHIITYT0 CyIb0Y TETCKOW OTepHI.
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CHILDREN’S OPERA FORMATION IN RUSSIA: THE ORIGINS

Sorokina Ekaterina Aleksandrovna, Ph. D. in Art Criticism
Tambov State Musical and Pedagogical Institute named after S. V. Rachmaninoff
sorokina_e_al@mail.ru

The article is devoted to the period of the formation of the children’s opera genre in Russia. Attention is focused on the origins
of this variety. The impact of the practice of children’s matinees and also the problem of the genre formation on the basis
of the classical opera tradition are discussed. The importance of peripheral phenomena most reliably characterizing the general
historical background is emphasized. Thus, the opera by the little-known composer Alexander Buchner “Mushroom Stir” (1905)
served as the main analytical material.

Key words and phrases. children’s opera; genre formation; tradition of children’s matinees; Alexander Buchner; opera “Mush-
room Stir”.

VK 398.54
Hcropuyeckne HayKu U apxeoJiorus

Cmamus nocesujena ponu u mMecmy KOHsl @ peusuo3HbIX NPeoCcmasieHusx mopKoasbluHbix Hapooos Ceseprozo Kaeskasa,
8 uacmHoCmu Kapaaesyes u bankapyes. AGmop axyenmupyem HUMAHUE Ha MOM, YIMO POPMUPOBAHUE UYUACMBIX I~
HOCO8 NPOXOOUIO 8 NPeoenax Kak MUHUMYM O8YX IKOJOUHECKUX HUlL. Dma 0COOEHHOCTb DIIMHUYECKOU UCIOPUL MIOPKO-
A3b1unbIX Hapooos Ceseprozo Kaskaza HAnoxicuna omnewamox Ha 6Cl0 OYXO8HYIO KYAbIMYpPY, 8 MOM YUCIe HA PeNUSUO3HO-
Mugponocueckue npedcmasneHus, 8 KOMopwix MONHCHO NPOCIEOUMb KAK KABKA3CKUEe NAPATIeN, MAK U OPeGHEeMIOPKCKUE.

Kniouesvie cnosa u ghpasvi: ToTeMHU3M; 30011aTPHs; PENUTHO3HBIE BepoBaHUs HapogoB CeBepHoro Kakasa; ¢oapkiop;
MudoIorus; TEOpKos3buHbIe Hapo s CeBepHoro Kapkasa.

TekeeBa Jlapuca KuuneBHa, K.1.H., TOIIEHT
Kapauaeso-Yeprecckuil cocyoapcmesennviil ynusepcumem umenu V. /1. Anuesa
lar-tek@yandex.ru

KYJIbT KOHS B TPAJIMIIMOHHOM KYJIbTYPE TIOPKOSI3BIYHBIX HAPOJIOB
CEBEPHOI'O KABKA3A (HA IPUMEPE KAPAYAEBIEB U BAJIKAPIIEB)

Haunnas ¢ snoxu pannero CpeHEeBEKOBbS, OOIINPHbBIE IPOCTPAHCTBA €BPa3HHCKHUX CTETIeH 3aceisIi0T MHOTOYHC-
JICHHBIE [JIEMEHAa KOYEBHUKOB, IPEUMYILECTBEHHO TIOPKCKOTO MPOUCXOXKAEHUs. SIBissachk 4acTelo Bennkoro mosca
cTernel U HEeMoCPeCTBEHHO NMpHUMBbIKast K mpearopbsam CesepHoro Kaskasa, [IpenkaBkaszckast cTenb Ha MPOTSKEHUH
MHOTHX CTOJIETUM CIIy>KMJIa 30HOM KOHTAaKTOB I'OPLEB C TIOPKCKUM 3THOKYJIBTYPHBIM MUPOM.

VYka3zaHHast 0COOCHHOCTh 3THHYECKOW MCTOPHM HANOXKMJIa CBOM OTIEYAaTOK HA BCE CTPYKTYPHBIC KOMIIOHEHTHI
MaTepHalbHOM U AYXOBHON KYJIbTYPbl HAPOIOB, KOTOPBIE SBJISIFOTCS HOCUTEISIMU TIOPKCKMX TpaJMLUK B KaBKa3-
CKOM PETHOHE.

[MocTeneHHO M3 APEBHEUINX TIIACTOB MU(OJIOTHH M PEIUTUH MPEIKOB TIOPKOA3BIUHBIX HapoaoB CeBepHoro Kas-
Kaza CKJIabIBajach CHCTEMA X PEIMIHO3HBIX BO33peHHH. lccnenoBaHus MX OCIOXKHSIOTCA TEM, 4TO MO BOIPOCAM
TIEPBOOBITHBIX PEJIUTHH IO HACTOSIIETO BPEMEHH B HayKe IPOJOJDKAIOTCS caMble ropsiaue criopbl. OCOOSHHO B 3TOM
TUTaHE MPOOJIEMHBI SI3bIYECKHE KYJIBTHI TIOPKOSI3bIYHBEIX HapoioB CeBepHoro Kaskasa.
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Llens 1aHHOM cTaThu — PacCMOTPETH KYJIBT KOHS, ()OPMBI €r0 BBIPAXKEHUsI, MHOTOACIIEKTHOCTb M 0COOCHHOCTH
ObITOBaHUSI B 3THOKYJITYpE TIOPKOS3BIYHBIX Hapo 0B CeBepHoro KaBka3a, B 4aCTHOCTH KapayaeBleB U OajKaples.

HccnenoBanue aHHOM TEMbI HEBO3MOXKHO 0€3 IIpHUBIE€UYEHHS (DOTBKIOPHBIX JAHHBIX, B KOTOPBIX MHOTO CIO)KETOB
MHPOBO33PEHUYECKOT0 Topsiaka. Uepe3 MX MPU3My BUAHBI aHUMHUCTHYECKHE MPEACTABICHHUS U JPyTHe ApPEBHEHIINE
XapaKTepHbIE KOMIIOHEHTHI [yXOBHOM KyJIbTYpPBI H3y4aeMbIX HapoJoB. IIpu Bcell IIeHHOCTH NEepEeYNCIeHHBIX HCTOY-
HHUKOB, BCE XK€ IIEPBOOCHOBON HACTOSIIETO UCCIEIOBAHUS CIIy>KaT STHOTpapHIECKUI MaTepHall 1 UCTOpUIECKas JIH-
TepaTypa o KapadaeBliaM, OajKapuam, HoraiiaM 1 KyMbIKaM.

KoHb mmpoko npeacTaBieH B 00paaax W MOBEPHSIX Pa3HBIX HAPOJOB, KyJIbT €r0 BOCXOAUT K JAJIEKOH HEOIUTHYC-
ckoil anoxe [15, c. 257]. Kak kynbToBO€ ’KMBOTHOE 3HAIIO KOHS U ipeBHee Hacenenue [loBomkbst u [Ipukamss [5, c. 13].

VY kapauaeBieB 1 OaJikapleB JIONIA/b M0JIb30BaJIaCh HAUOOJBIIMM ITOYUTAHHEM U3 BCEX JIOMAIIHHUX )KUBOTHBIX.
Hano nymats, 4TO MOYTHTEIBHBIN OPE0JI BOKPYT KOHSI BOHUK B CBA3M C OTPOMHOM POJIBIO 3TOTO UCKIIIOYUTENBHOTO
HUBOTHOT'O IIOCIIE €ro AoMecTukayu. KpoMe Toro, Uit TIOPOK-CTENHSAKOB KOHEBOACTBO OBIJIO OJHHM M3 OCHOBHBIX
3aHATHH, TaK ke KaK ¥ JUI1 UX IOTOMKOB.

O TpaIMIMOHHOCTH 3aHATHSI KOHEBOACTBOM CBH/ICTEIBCTBYET M HAPTCKHUM 3IIOC KapayaeBlLeB M OaKaplies, B KO-
TOPOM IIOYTH BCET/A LENIbI0 HAOETOB SBIISETCS yTOH TaOyHOB.

[MpuaepHoMopckue ckugsbl, Kak coodbman ['eponot, mocie moXopoH Haps yaaBauBaan 50 JIydmInx cIyr-IoHOMEH
13 ymrcia cBOOOHBEIX CKU(OB 1 50 caMbIX KPacUBBIX KOHEH. BEIHYB BHYTPEHHOCTH, OHH HATIOJIHSIIH TPYIIBI MSKHHOM,
3aIIMBaJM UX U YCTaHABJIHMBAIM dTHX MEPTBEIOB Ha UydeslaX KOHEH BOKPYT Kyprana [4, c. 61]. DTOT 00psia nepexin-
KaeTcs ¢ 00bI9aeM 00be3/1a MOTHITBI YMEPIIETO, U3BECTHBIM M TIOPKOS3BIYHBIM HapomaM CasHo-Adnras [7, ¢. 53-155].
Hopmax coolmraeT o ckauykax BCaJHUKOB BOKPYT maTpa ¢ TeroM ATTwis [§, ¢. 117-118].

[IpumedaTensHO, YTO Ha KapayaeBO-0AaJIKapCKOM S3bIKE «KJIS9a» HA3bIBACTCS CAIAM ANAUIA — «COTOMEHHAs JIO-
mraae». Buanmo, nepBoHavaibHO Tak ¢ MpeHeOpeKeHHeM Ha3bIBaIM claldyro, 3ae3KCHHYIO JIOIIalb, CPAaBHHUBAs €€
C Uy4eIsoM, a 3aTeM, Y)Ke yTepsIB IpeHEOPeKUTENBHBII OTTEHOK, CJIOBOCOUETAHNE CTAJI0 O3HAYATH «KIITIa).

Hackouspko mounTaeMbIM KHBOTHBIM OBLT KOHB, BUIHO u3 coobmenus E. 3. bapanosa, kotopsrit mucan B 1897 .
0 GankapIiax, 4to, M0 MX MHEHHIO, 3JIble 000POTHH — 00yPHI IPHHUMAIOT BHJ] «KOIIEK, COOAK U IPYTUX 3BepeH I To-
0, YTOOBI MPUYUHUTH YEJIOBEKY WIIM €r0 CKOTY, 32 MCKJIIOUEHHEM JIolasel, Besueckuit ymepo» [3, c. 17]. Crapuku
TOBOPHJIM, YTO KOHb OOJIaJIa€T CIIOCOOHOCTBIO BUJIETh HEYHCTYIO CHIIy — PA3JIMYHbIX JEMOHOB, YE€pTeH W T.I., YeM
1 OOBACHSIOT TO, YTO MHOT/IA, 0€3 BUIUMO¥ MPUYUHEI, KOHU IIATIATCS, XPAIsT, He kenas uara [ Tam xe, c. 17-18].

B Mudomnorun MHOTMX HapoZ0B KOHb OBLI OJMIIETBOPEHHEM COJIHEYHOT'O CBETa W CaMOTO COJIHIA, CHIIOHN (Ooxe-
CTBOM), HEPA3PbIBHO CBS3aHHOW C KyJHTOM COJHIA. BO3MOXKHO, IMEHHO IO3TOMY Y KapadyaeBIIEB U OalKaplLeB CUM-
TaeTcsl OONBIINM I'pexoM OUTh KOHs 10 TojioBe. ['oBopuii: «Amusl 6awsl — KioHOwy». | «'0JI0Ba KOHS — COJHIIE».
To ecTp ToJ0Ba KOHS CHMBOJM3HMPOBAa COJHIE, YTO YacTO HCIOJIB30BAIOCH B MMHUTATHBHON Maruu IpH 3acyxe.
AHaJlOTHYHBIE TIOBEPHS CYIIECTBOBANIN U Y APYTHUX Haponos [14, c. 65-67, 70, 71, 89, 105].

UYepemn KOHS y TOPIEB MPUMEHSJICS M B KauecTBe obepera. Apxeonor 1. M. Mu3ueB oTMedaer, 4To ere BO BTO-
poit monoBrHe XX BEKa eMy HEOJHOKPATHO MPUXOIMIOCH BHAETh MCCOXIINE APEBHUE Yepema JIOMIaaeH, MPUKpen-
JICHHBIE K IIEHTPAJIBHBIM OTIOPHBIM CTOJ0AM CTApHMHHBIX KapadaeBCKUX JKIJIHII Ha APEBHUX 3a0pOIIEHHBIX MOCEIIe-
Husx [12, ¢. 151]. [ockoybKy IEHTpaIbHBIA CTOJ0 KUIUINA KapayacBIEB U OAIKapIeB CYMTACTCS CBATBIHCH M OJIH-
LETBOPsIET COOON HEPYIIMMOCTD CEMBH M POJIa, TO ITOBEIINBAHNUE YEPETa JIOMIAAX MIMEHHO Ha 3TH CTOJIOBI mpHoOpe-
TaeT 0COOBIH CHMBOJIMYECKHI CMBICIT.

BeICTpBIit Oer 3THX KMBOTHBIX YacTO YIOAOOIISIICS MONETY NTHI], @ HHOT/Ia B MU(OJIOTHH MOTYEPKUBAIIACh UX KPbLIa-
ToCTh. VIX Hamemsum CBEpXBHECTECTBEHHOH CHIIOHN, CIIOCOOHOCTHIO K BOJIIICOHBIM MEPEBOILTONICHIIM. Y WHIOEBPOICH-
CKUX HapoJIIOB COXPaHWWINCH MPENaHUs O POXKIACHUM KPBUIATHIX JIoMIaned m3 BOXHOHM cTixuu. YacTo Takoil KOHb OBLT
HE TOJIbKO YYaCTHUKOM OOEBBIX MOXOJI0B, HO U MTOKPOBUTEIEM, COBETUMKOM, UCLIEJIUTEIIEM, CIIACUTEIIEM CBOETO XO3SUHA.

Bo Bcex 0e3 nckintoueHust cka3aHUAX O MoJBHrax AsayraHa u ero ceiHa Kapamayast KOHb — TOKpDOBUTENb H PY-
KOBOJAMTENb XO35IMHA, IPEBOCXOLIMIA €ro B JAape MpeIBHIACHUS, B OBICTPOTE peakLuy, 00JaJjatouuii TBEpaoil BO-
JIel, To ecTh (PaKTHYECKH JIOIIa b BHICTYIIAET B KaueCTBE IIOKPOBUTENIS TEPOs, @ TAK)KE B KAYECTBE MUPOYCTPOUTEIS
(obpasoBanue o3ep, yuienuii rop) [13, c. 437-461].

K. I'. AzamartoB, Kacasich 3TOr0 BOIIPOCa, OTMEUACT CKa3aHHe, B KOTOPOM KOHb ['eMyna yJaapom rpyau mpoouBaeT
ckasel — oOpasyercst Ueremckoe yImense, yiapoM KOIbITa IMPOOHBAET IIENb B 3eMJie — MOSBIsETCS 03epo Unpuk-
KeJlb, Ha JIETY pacKaJlbIBaeT HaJIBOE BepIINHY DibOpyca [1, c. 151-152].

CBOHCTBO KOHS 3IHMYECKOTO Teposi MPUHUMATh JII000H BUI — TO OOTATBIPCKOTO CKaKyHa, TO 3aXyJaJloN KISTIH —
VHHKaJbHas dyepTa KapadaeBo-Oakapckoro 3moca. JJaHHBI MOTHB UMEET TIOPKO-MOHTOJIBCKHE Mapaiend [9, c. 262].
OTOT GOraTHIPCKUI KOHB MPEJCTAET B SMMUYECKUX CKAa3aHUIX KaK NTHIA-KOHb-PbIOA. «Thl KOHb 3€MJIM, BOJBI U BO3-
nyxa», — roBopuT emy Kapaiayaii B ckazanuu «Kapamayait ucnsiteiBaet I'emyny» [13, c. 448-449].

KprlnaTelif KOHB MOYUTANICS C JpeBHeHmnx BpeMmeH. Ero m3o0pa’keHHs MBI HAXOIUM Ha MpeaMeTax, OTHOCS-
muxcs K riryookoii qpeBrocTr. Tak, B morpedbenuu 1 X-VIII BB. 1o H.3. y Xacanny (Henaneko oT Ypmuun) OblT HaiiieH
JIMCK ¢ n300pakeHneM KpouiaToro kous [10, c. 76].

Kpbinatelit KOHB — IIMUPOKO pacrpoCTpaHeHHbIH 00pa3 ckudekoro uckycersa [2, ¢. 37]. E. E. Ky3pmuHa otmeuaer,
yTo «mo31Hee B Ckuduu o0pa3 NTHLBI-KOHS CTall TPAKTOBAaThCA B IPEUECKON MaHEpe U MPHUOOPEN YepThl TPEUECKOTO
ITeraca. Ilerac, kak W3BECTHO, OJUIETBOPSET COOOM MOATHUYECKOE BIIOXHOBEHHME...». [IpecTaBieHns 0 MTUIE-KOHE
ObuTH cBOMcTBeHHBI cKU(CKOM Mudonoruu u donskinopy [11, c. 96]. Ciaenpr 0co60ro OTHOLIEHHS K KOHIO COXPaHH-
JIICh B MHOTOUYHUCIICHHBIX MTOCIOBUIAX U IOTOBOPKaX TIOPKOSI3bIYHBIX HapoaoB CesepHoro KaBkasa.
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OTMeTHM, YTO KapayaeBlbl U OalKapIibl HAa3bIBAIOT JIOMIAb «a/m». JTO JKE CIIOBO IPUMEHSETCS U Kak «uMs». Jlaxe
€CTh MOCJIOBHIA «AT aTaxaH aT Oepeiny», 4To o3HavaeT: «/laBmmii nMs gapuT KoHs». MBI 00BSICHSIEM JTaHHYIO 0COOEH-
HOCTbB TEM, YTO Y TIOPKOS3BIYHBIX HaponoB CeBepHoro KaBkaza peOGeHOK, ITOKa BOCIUTHIBAIICS MaTepbio, HE HMeI C00-
CTBEHHOCTH, & 3HAYHT, Y HETrO He ObLIO M MMEHH. To ecTh MOIy4HuTh KOHS 03HAYalo OJHOBPEMEHHO NONYYUTh M UMS.
OG6 5TOM rOBOPST M MHOTOYHCIICHHBIC CKa3KH TIOPKOS3BIYHBIX HapomoB CepepHoro KaBkasa, KOTOpble HaYMHAIOTCS
C TOTO OTBETCTBEHHOTO B JKH3HH I'e€pOsi MOMEHTA, KOTla OH IIPOCHT y OTLA JaTh €My UM, OpyXue U KoHs. MHTepecHo,
YTO MOJOOHBIN 00BIYall COXpaHAETCS M CETOIHS — YENOBEK, KOTOPHIH HapekaeT peOeHKa KaKMM-JIHOO FMEHEM, JapHT
KPECTHHUKY IIOJapoK, Yalle Bcero pyoamiky. [locnexHee — BO3MOMKHO, OTTOJIOCOK APEBHETO OObIYasi JapUTh TOCIEXH.
B nHaptckom smoce Gorateipsi Eprosmeka B nerctBe 30ByT Bomuonkom (oH ObuT 10700paH B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJia cocall
MOJIOKO TIOMMAaHHOW MM U TIOOSIKICHHOW BOJTYHMIIHI), @ HACTOSIIEE MMs OH MOJTy4HJI, KOT/Ia oB3pocien [6, c. 142].

Hecmotps Ha TO, 4TO B KapauaeBO-OaJIKapCKOM sI3bIKE OOraTo IpejcTaBlieHa KOHEBOAYECKash TEPMHHOJIOTHS,
B TOM YHCJIe Ha3BaHMs MacTeil, HanboJiee MoNyJIsIPHBIME B (DOJIBKIIOpE SIBISIIOTCS THEIbIE (710p) WIK TEMHO-THEJbIE
(kvapamop) nomamu. BeposiTHO, MpeIKy KapavyacBleB U OalKapIieB pa3BOANIN KOHEH HMEHHO 3TOH MacTH, U o0ia-
JIaHUE THEJIBIM CTaJ0 HEM3MEHHOM YepTOoi XapaKTepUCTUKH reposi, (POIBKIOPHBIM IITAMIIOM.

[Tountanue KOHs, HAZCICHUE €ro II0YTH YSIOBEYCCKHM PasyMOM JIOKHIIO JI0 Hammx aHeil. EctecTBeHHO, y Kapa-
YaeBLEeB M OaJKapLeB 3TO ObLIO HE SAWHCTBEHHOE )KMBOTHOE, HAJCIICHHOS KaKHMH-JIHO0 OCOOCHHBIMU KaueCTBaMH.
Ho BO3MOHO, YTO MMEHHO C 3THM JKUBOTHBIM aCCOLMHPYETCS B UCTOPUYCCKON MaMATH KapadacBo-OaIKapcKOro
HapoJa KO4eBOH MepHo/] B HICTOPHHU 3THOCA, TOCKOJIBKY IS JJI000ro KOYEBHHKA JIOIIA(b — TJIaBHBIH OOBEKT )KU3HE-
obecrevnBaroIell CUCTEMBI.

Takum 00pa3oM, He UCKIIFOYAsi B3aUMOBJIMAHUI B KaBKa3CKOU Cpelie, MOXKHO CAENATh BBIBOJBI, YTO KYJIBT KOHS
ObLT yHACJIEZIOBaH KapayaeBo-0aIkapCKUM 3THOCOM OT CBOMX ITPEAKOB, & HEe 3aMMCTBOBAH y COCETHUX HApPOJIOB.

Ha JAaHHOM JTarl€ UCCIICA0BaHUA TPYAHO OTJIMYNUTH TCHCTHUYCCKUEC B3AaMMOCBA3U OT TUIIOJIOTMYCCKUX, HO, HE OTPHU-
1asg BO3MOXHOCTH 3aUMCTBOBAHUA U YYUTbIBAA (baKTOp HepeCCJ’IeHI/Iﬁ H CMCHICHUA HApOJ0B, MOXXHO I'OBOPHUTH O CYIIIE-
CTBOBaHMH JIPEBHETIOPKCKOTO ITHHMYECKOro cyOcTpaTa (1o KpaiHeil Mepe, y KapadaeBIeB U OaJIKaplieB), O YeM CBHUIIE-
TEJIBCTBYIOT (PONBKIOPHOE CO3HAHHE, MU(BI, TCHEAIOTMIECKHIE IPEIaHus, TUTePaTypHBIC, (POIBKIOPHBIC U apXEOIOTH-
YECKHe MaMSITHUKU COBPEMEHHBIX TIOPKCKUX HapOJIOB.
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CULT OF THE HORSE IN TRADITIONAL CULTURE OF THE TURKIC PEOPLES
OF THE NORTH CAUCASUS (BY THE EXAMPLE OF THE KARACHAIS AND BALKARS)

Tekeeva Larisa Kichievna, Ph. D. in History, Associate Professor
Karachaevo-Cherkessky State University named after U. D. Aliev
lar-tek@yandex.ru

The article focuses on the role and place of the horse in religious beliefs of the Turkic peoples of the North Caucasus, in particu-
lar the Karachais and the Balkars. The author emphasizes that the formation of the ethnic groups under study took place within
at least two ecological niches. This peculiarity of ethnic history of the Turkic peoples of the North Caucasus left a mark on entire
spiritual culture including religious and mythological ideas, in which one can trace both Caucasian and Ancient Turkic parallels.

Key words and phrases: totemism; zoolatry; religious beliefs of the peoples of the North Caucasus; folklore; mythology; the Turkic
peoples of the North Caucasus.



