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Construct Validity

Construct validity is probably the most difficult to understand and the least useful for classroom-based evalua-
tion although it can play an important role in judging the quality of standardized tests. A relatively uncomplicated
example may help to explain what it is. Suppose a teacher of English wants to know how important each of her stu-
dents considers the learning of English. She has them rate the importance to themselves on a scale ranging from
"very important” to "no importance at all." Later, she compares the students' self-ratings with their achievement in
the course. She finds, not surprisingly, that most of the students who indicated that knowing the language was im-
portant to them were among the best learners in the class. She concluded that the ratings were valid because students
who are more motivated should in general be better learners. This illustrates the elements of construct validation:

1. You have information you want to validate.

2. You have a theory about how that information should relate to other

3. You can verify the predictions of your theory.

Let us now consider a more complex example. Suppose you want to assess the validity of a computer program
that estimates the readability of written texts. You do not know how the program works, but you can get readability
scores for a number of texts. You also have a theory about readability that states that readability is enhanced by ex-
plicit cohesion markers, lexical diversity, familiarity with the lexical items in the text, and familiarity with the con-
tent schemata. The theory also states that readability is unrelated to the number of clauses per sentence or the com-
plexity of verb phrases in the text.

It would be relatively easy, although time consuming, to calculate indices of these linguistic variables for each of
the texts. For example, you might construct an index of familiarity with schemata by letting students read the first
half of the texts and then try to complete them. The amount of second-half content the students could guess would
be an indication of familiarity with schemata. The last step would be to compare your information about the varia-
bles in the theory with the readability scores generated by the computer. The strongest evidence of construct validity
would be afforded if the readability scores were positively related to indices of all the variables except density of
clauses and complexity of verb phrases.

Construct validation is most useful when you do not know the exact content of the quality or attribute you want
to assess, thereby ruling out the use of content validity. It is also useful when you have no well-defined or generally
accepted criterion that could establish the criterion-relatedness of the assessment procedure.

Like reliability, the validity of assessment procedures can often be judged by identifying the possible factors that
can invalidate them; in the case of test scores, for example, other factors besides second language ability might ex-
plain student performance, if there are a lot of other factors that could explain performance, especially pool perfor-
mance, then the evaluation procedure probably has low validity as an indicator of second language proficiency. Im-
proving validity is often a matter of eliminating, reducing, or otherwise taking into account these other factors. For
example, poor performance may be due to a lack of understanding of what is expected, insufficient time to carry out
the task, lack of interest in the activity or the possibility of performing the task in different ways that are equally
valid but unforeseen by the evaluator. These possibilities can be reduced substantially if they are first seen as possi-
ble sources of contamination.

Thus three characteristics of information: practicality, reliability, and validity have been discussed. We pointed
out that:

- These characteristics of information are vital for judging the quality of both quantitative and qualitative infor-
mation.

- Reliable and valid procedures for collecting information are essential for sound educational decision making.

- Validity is the most important quality of information; furthermore, in classroom-based evaluation, content and
criterion validity are desirable.

- Validity is related to (in fact, limited by) reliability.

- Validity and reliability are relative qualities, not absolute.

- Reliability and certain types of validity can be estimated statistically by an index that ranges from .00 to 1.0.

- Classroom teachers need to consider factors that can reduce the re-liability or validity of an evaluation proce-
dure.

- There are practical ways of enhancing the reliability and validity of evaluation procedures that involve mini-
mizing sources of unreliability or invalidity.

I'PAMMATUYECKAS CEMAHTUKA S13bIKOBOM EJIMHULIBI: OP®OI'PAOGUYECKUI ACIIEKT
(HA TTPUMEPE CTPAAATEJIBHOI'O ITPUYACTHMA U UMEHU [TPUJTAT ATEJIBHOI'O)

Konouxosa O. B.
Kasanckuii 2ocyoapcmeennviii ynusepcumem

... 2PAMMAMUKY MOAbKO MOM 3HAEMm, KMo 3HAem, KaK c1ed08an0 No NPasuly cKazame Uil HANUCamy mo uiu
opyeoe oo, my uau opyayio ¢pasy, KOmopwim Hcusas 0o1acms ynompedienus (usus tyrannus) oana Henpasuib-
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H.B. Tpyuées
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Bonpoc o npaBonrcaHuN CTPaAaTENbHBIX MPUYACTHNA MPOMICANIETO BPEMEHH W OMOHHUMHYHBIX UM OTIJIaroJib-
HBIX MPWJIAraTeIbHBIX (KOJUIECTBO # B cy(h(dUKCe, CIIUTHO/PA3ACIBHO C He) SBISIETCS OMHUM U3 CIOKHEHIIHX (eciu
HE CaMBbIM CIIO’KHBIM) BOTIPOCOB pycckoit opdorpadun. [Ipnuém kapTrHa HICKONBKO HE W3MEHMIach ¢ 1956 r., ko-
IZ1a MpaBHjIa, KOTOPBIMU MBI IIOJIB3YeMCS CETOHS, TIOYTH B TaKOM ke BHe Bouuiu B «[IpaBuma pycckoit opdorpa-
(UM 1 TyHKTYaIIm.

Opdorpaduueckas muckyccust 1962-1965 rr. Taxke He MpHBeNa HA K KaKUM MOJOXHUTEIBHBIM Pe3yIbTaTaM B
peLIeHUH TaHHOM 1pobaeMsl, 1 «O030p NMpeIoKEHUH M0 YCOBEPIICHCTBOBAHHUIO PyCCKOW opdorpadun» ObLT BEI-
HYXJICH KOHCTaTUpOBaTh (hakT TOTO, YTO JaHHbBIE «IIPaBHJIa OYEHb CIOXKHBI» U «OCIOXKHSIOTCS, KPOME TOTO, PSIAOM
UCKIOUeHUID» [O030p MpeIoKEHHI M0 YCOBSPIICHCTBOBAHUIO pyccKoii opdorpaduum 1965: 173].

B HayuHOI1 nonemMuKe o 3TOMY BOIPOCY 3a MOCJIEAHUE NOJIBeKa ObLIO ClIOMaHO Hemalio konui. XKenas ympo-
CTHTbh JKH3Hb, B IEPBYIO OY€pE/Ib, YICHUKAM U YUUTEIIO:

= OJHH JMHTBUCTHI NPEAJIarajy MICaTh BCE YaCTH PEUH C He PasJeiIbHO;

= JApyrHe BIaJald B MHYIO KPaHOCTh: CTABMIIM BO TJIAaBY yIJIa CIMTHOE HAITMCAHWE;

TPETHU BHICIH KOMIIPOMICC B TOM, YTOOBI IPHYACTHE BCETa IMUCATh C He Pa3/ielbHO (Ha OCHOBAHWUH TOTO,
YTO CYUTAIH ero GOpMOii Tiiaroia), He 3aTparuBas IIpu 3ToM opdorpaduu npuaraTeIbHbIX;

= 4eTBEPTHIC, HAPOTUB, PATOBAJIH 3 IIOATOHKY» MPAaBUJI HAIIMCAHUS He C MPHYACTHAMH MOJ yKe CYIIeCTBO-
BaBIIIHE B S3bIKE [IPABHJIA HAIMCAHUS He C UMCHAMU TIPUIIATaTeIbHBIMU.

OTHOCHTENBEHO HANUCAaHUS H/HH B Cy(Q(UKCAX MHTEPECYIOUINX HAC YAaCTeH pedud TakKe MpeAiaralvuch pasiimd-
HBIE PEIICHHUS NPOOJIEMBI:

= Emé B 1966 1. B.B. Jlonarun omy6nukoBa cTathio («AIbEKTUBALIUS NPUYACTHI B €€ OTHOLIEHUH K CIIOBO-
00pa3oBaHUIO») C IMOMBITKOM JJOKa3aTh, YTO HpHUJIAraTeIbHBIMU SBJISIOTCS BCE OIpPEACIUTENbHBIE (OPMBI, 00pa3o-
BAaHHBIC OT IJIarojiIoOB HECOBEPUICHHOTO BHU/Jia, CJICA0BATCIIbHO, U TUCATh UX HYKHO C OTHUM H.

= H.A. EcbkoBa, B CBOIO ouepelb, B 3TOM K€ TOJly IUcajta 0 HeoO0XoauMocTy AuddepeHpoBaTh HalucaHue
H W HH IO BUJIOBOMY MIPHU3HAKY, TOJAras, YTo «TaKoe BMEIIATEIECTBO B ophorpadUiIecKyro MPakTHKy OyAeT BechbMa
HE3HAYUTENBFHBIM, TaK KaK CTpagaTelIbHbIC MPHYACTHS, 00Opa30BAHHBIC OT TJIAT0JIOB HECOBEPIICHHOTO BU/IA, PEAKH U
MaJIOYMIOTPEOUTETHHBI, a Yalle SBIAIOTCS JIUIIb TEOPETUICSCKA BOCCTAHABIMBACMBIMH WICHAMH MapagurMeDy [Eck-
koBa 1966: 130]. OmHako no3pHeimue uccnepoBarus JL.II. OcenMyka mokas3aiy, 9YTO B aKTUBHOM YIIOTPEOJICHUN
HBIHE HAXOJTUTCS HE MCHEE TOIyTOpa THICAY TaKUX 00pa3oBaHUH, Tak 4yTo U poekT H.A. EcpkoBoil MaTepuanom He
OTIpaB/ABIBACTCS.

O4eBUIHO OJHO: abcooTH3anus HOPMaTBLHOW CTOPOHBI Jesia PU OTPUIIAHUHN CEMaHTUYECKOTO U CIOBOOOpa-
30BaTEIbHOIO KPUTEPUEB MPHBOIUT K COBEPIIEHHOMY Hepa3In4YeHWI0 NPUYACTHS W NPUJIAraTeJibHOTO0 B TEK-
cre. JIeliCTBUTENBHO, CITyYacB, KOTla HEBO3MOXKHO, MOJIb3YsICh CYIIECTBYIONICH rpaMMaTHYECKON cxemo, audde-
PEHIMPOBATh ATH YaCTH PEYH B KOHTEKCTE, OUEHb MHOTO. ITO MOXKHO MPOMJUTIOCTPUPOBATH HA CIIEAYIOIIHUX IIPUMe-
pax:

1. Bozmoorcnocmu ocmanuco He socmpebosannvimu. [Typrenes 1994: 149];

2. ...mema, ewé noumu Heamponymas 8 pycckou aumepamype. [CnoBapp s3bika A.C. [lymkuna 1956: 762];

3. ...enybokue mopwunsl 0agHo nedpumozo auya. [CnoBaps s3e1ka A.C. Ilymkuaa 1956: 760];

4. ...cayoichoto Hedo3soaeHHble U 002y npucaeu npomusHule. [CoBaps sa3eika A.C. [Tymkuaa 1956: 761];

5. ...0bwecmso, He3agucumoe om epaxcoanckux 3akornos. [ Typrernes 1994: 161].

ABTOpBI JTaHHBIX KOHTEKCTOB BECbMa aJIeKBATHO 3aKPEIUIAIOT Ha MHChME BCE CEMAaHTHYECKHE HIOAHCHI aJbEK-
TUBHBIX 00pa3oBaHui. OUEeBUIHO, YTO MEPE]] HAMH - MPHJIaraTejJbHble, IIOCKOJIBKY PU3HAKOBAas CEMaHTHKA y HUX
HE TOJBKO IPHUCYTCTBYET - OHA AOMHHHPYET HaJ IJIarojibHoCThi0. OIHAKO U «IPHUYACTHOCTH» AAET 0 cebe 3HATh
(ocobenHo sipko OHa mposiBisieTcs B HamucaHuu Nel) 3a cu€t Toro, uTo dopMa socmpebosanubiii 00pa3yeTcss OT
TJIaroJia Ha -08amby, - KaKk U3BECTHO, 00Pa30BAHUS HA -08AHHbIL/-e8aHHbIIl BCETA TaK WM MHAYE COXPAHIIOT CBOIO
MIPOIIECCYyaIbHOCTh, KOTOpasi B TAaHHOM CITydae 3aTyHIEBBIBAETCS TOIBKO IMMOTOMY, YTO 80CHIPeDOBAHHbIMU SBISIETCS
YacThI0 COCTAaBHOT'O MMEHHOTO CKa3yeMOT'O M COYETAaeTCs C IJIaroJIOM-CBS3KOW ocmanuch, KOTOPHIA U Ja€T HEmo-
CPEICTBEHHYIO MPUBA3KY K JEHCTBUTEIBHOCTH; MO3TOMY CaM CEMAHTHUYECKUIl JepUBaT HECET, B MEPBYIO OUEPE/b,
JIEKCHYECKYIO Harpy3Ky, OTpeJiesisisl IPEAMET C TOYKH 3PEHHUS TeX CBOIMCTB, KOTOPBIMHU OH 00JIa1acT.

PaccMoTtpum Taroke npyrue ‘arpuOyThl NPUYACTHOCTH B OCTAJIBHBIX MPUMeEpax:

1) HaM4eCTBYET NPHCTaBKa 3d-, KOHKPETH3UPYIOIasi 3HaUeHHUE JIeHCTBYS;

2) ©MeeTcsl Hapeune BPEMEHH 0d6HO,

3) mpUCYTCTBYET JIONOJHEHUE B ()OPME TBOPHUTEIBHOTO TajieXka cO 3HaUYeHUEeM cyObeKTa JNeHCTBHUS (Cyachoio).
Bpone 6w cnyuait BooOIie OecCropHBIA: Mepea HaMH - PUIACTHE, OJHAKO «HEMPUIACTHOCTHY JAHHOW €IMHHIIBI
MoA4EPKUBAETCA TEM, YTO:

= CYIIECTBUTEIBHOE C/1yocOA SIBISETCS OTBICYEHHBIM - IPOM3BOIUTENb JEHCTBUSA KakK ObI 3aTeMHSETCS;

= THOPUAHBIA CEMAaHTHUYECKHH JAEPUBAT OKA3BIBAETCS B OJHOM PsAy (M B OJHUX CHHTAKCHYECKUX YCJIOBHSX) C
MpWIaraTeIbHBIM NPOMUGHUbIE.

Urto xacaetcs npuMepa Ne 5, To He BBI3BIBACT COMHEHHH TOT (PAKT, UTO JAHHBIA KOHTEKCT HAIHCAaH abCOIIOTHO
NPaBWJIBHO, MTOCKOJIBKY JPYroro HalMcaHHs MPOCTO HE MOXKET OBITh: INIAroJl 3agucems HENEPEXOIHBIH, clieloBa-
TEJIHO, OT HEro CTpaJaTeibHOEe MpuyacThe (HW HACTOSILEro, HU MPOLICIIIEro BpeMeHH) BooOme He oOpasyercs.
TakuMm 00pa3oM, CIIOBO He3agucumblii Ha JaHHOM JTale Pa3BUTHS SI3bIKA HY)KHO paclCHWBATh KaKk MMSI MpHJara-
TeJbHOe, 00pa30BaHHOE OT IJIaroya 3a6ucenb.
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Kaxk m3BecTHO, Kaxknoe mogo0HOe 00pa3oBaHNe UMEET CBOM IpaMMaTHYECKU CHHOHUM B BUC JTCHCTBUTEIHHO-
TO IPUYACTHUSI HACTOSIIIETO BPEMEHH (TaK K€ C OTPUIIAHUEM), 00pa30BaHHOE OT TOTO JKE IJIAT0JIa: He3A8UCUMBLIL - He
3asucawuil (3aeucems); Heyssioaemvli - He y8a0arowull (Y8a0amy), HenpomMoxaemvlll - He NPOMOKaowWuUll (npomo-
Kamsy) 1 T.11. [IprdacTre TONBKO KOHCTATUPYET, YTO ACHCTBUE NMPOAOIDKACTCS, HE OIM3UTCS K CBOEMY 3aBEpPIICHHIO;
MpUIIAraTeIbHOE JK€ YKa3bIBA€T HA HEAOCTYNHOCTH IPEIMETa Ul M3BECTHOTO MPOIECcCa, Ha €r0 «COIMpPOTUBISEC-
MOCTB»: « MOXKHO CKa3aTh: NPUULIOCH MONUMb CHIPbIMU, 00A20 He ccopalowumy Oposamu (HO HEBO3MOXKHO CKa3aTh:
0oneo Heceopaemvimu Oposamu)y [IlemkoBckuid 1956: 288]. To ecTh npuilaratenbHOE XapaKTEpU3yeT NpeaMeT He-
CKOJIBKO T'MIIEpOOJINUECKH, MTPEJICTaBIIsASI N3BECTHOE €ro KaueCTBO KaK a0COJIIOTHOE, HE COIPSHKEHHOE HU C KaKUMHU
BHEUTHUMH OOCTOSITETILCTBAMH, TIODTOMY He3A6UCUMbIi B KAKOW-TO Mepe cuibHee (C TOYKH 3peHHs IpaMMaTHie-
CKOM CEMaHTUKH), UYEM He 3a8UCAUUL.

T'oBOpst, HAaNIpUMeED, 9MOMm 4el06eK He3a8UCUMbIL, MBI UMEEM B BH]Y, YTO OH CBOOOIHBIH B NPUHIUIIE, 3TO €ro
MIOCTOSIHHOE KauecTBO, M Mbl HE YTOUHSIEM, OT Yero MMEHHO OH He 3aBHCHUT. Ecin ke HYXHO CKa3aTb, YTO KTO-TO
(1| 9TO-TO) OT Yero-To He 3aBUCHUT, TO yHoTpeOseTcs (Kak IMpaBWIIO) MPUIACTHEIN 000pOT He 3asucawyull om...
(o06s3aTenbHO C yHpaBIsieMbIMU CI0BaMH). Kak TOJIBKO MOSBISETCS «OT» - MOSBIAETCSA M MPOLECCYaTbHOCTh (MHBI-
MH CJIOBaMH: KTO-TO MJIM YTO-TO CTAHOBHUTCSI HE3aBHCHUMBIM JIUIIL HA JTAHHOM 3Talle BPEMCHH).

C npyroii CTOpOHBI, YIOTpeOICHHE IPHIIAraTeIbHOTO He3a8UCUMBbILl (0m) BMECTO IPUYACTHS He 3agucauuii (om)
MOXHO OOBSICHUTH TEM, YTO NMUIIYIINH COBEPIICHHO HE YyBCTBYET 37€Ch HUKAKOH MPOIECCYalIbHOCTH, - OH IPOCTO
KOHCTAaTHpYeT (akT, a 3aBUCHMBIC CIIOBA CIIy’XKaT JIMIIb KOHKPETHU3anuu MHpopManuy, a He YKa3aHWIO Ha BPEMEH-
HYIO IIPOTSKEHHOCTb.

Takum 06pazom, HEOOXOIMMO YETKO TIOHMMATh, YTO B TEX CIIydyasx, KOTJIa B CAMOM SI3bIKE 3aJI0’KEHA BO3MOX-
HOCTb JIBOSIKOTO TIOHMMaHHMsI OJJTHOTO U TOTO K€ SIBJICHUS, HEJIb3sl 3arOHSTh MHIIYIIETO B IPOKPYCTOBO JIOKE TPaBHII
W JIMIIATh €0 BO3MOXKHOCTH BBIPA3UTh Pa3HbIE CMBICJIOBBIC OTTCHKH, HaBs3bIBasl «EMHCTBEHHO BepHOE» opdorpa-
(uueckoe penieHne TeM (akram, KOTOpbIE B S3bIKE UMEIOT ABOIHOI cTaTyc. B HEKOTOPHIX NpaBmiax (B TOM YuCIe
0 MpaBoNMCaHUK (HOPM MPUUYACTHH U TPHIIAraTeIbHbIX) IeJIeCO00pa3HO yKa3bIBaTh HA NPEANOYTHUTEIEHOCTD, Kea-
TENIBHOCTh OHOTO HAMMCAHHA ¥ BMECTE C TEM JIOITYCTHTh, HE 3alpeIaTh Apyroe.
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CEMAHTHUYECKOE CJIOBOOBPA3OBAHUE OT 300HUMOB

Konocos /]. P., Maxaposa M. M.
Kasanckuii cocyoapcmeennvlii ynugepcumem

Jlexcuxo-cemanTmdeckas rpynma (JICI') HanMeHOBaHMH JKUBOTHBIX SIBJISIETCSI OJHUM M3 Hanboiee MpOTyKTHB-
HBIX KCTOYHHUKOB TOTIOTHEHUS YMOLMOHAIBLHO-OIIEHOUYHOM JIEKCUKU B pycCcKoM si3bike. Tak, B manHoi JICT MoxHO
BBLIETIUTDH CIEAYIOLIUE JIEKCUKO-CEMAaHTHUUECKUE BAPUAHTBHI:

1) HaMMECHOBAHHS JKUBOTHBIX C MPSIMBIM, SMOIMOHAIBHO-HEHTPAIEHBIM 3HAYCHHEM («BOJIK» - XUIIHBIA 3BEpPh
MEChET0 POJA, TOJOKUTEIFHBIMU TPU3HAKAMHE €Ba OTJIMYAEMBIH OT COOAKH, «IIETYX» - KOYeT, Kyp, KypHHBIHA ca-
Mer). Heo0X0oauMo OTMETHTh, YTO B COBPEMEHHOM PYCCKOM SI3BIKE 300HUMBI, B OOJIBIIIMHCTBE CBOEM, IPEACTaBIIe-
Hbl HEMIPOU3BOJHBIMU OCHOBaMHU, XOTSl C TOUKH 3PEHUS] HCTOPHUHU SI3bIKa COBPEMEHHBIE TPOU3BOIAIINE (M HEWICHU-
MBbI€) OCHOBBI MOTYT Ha OTIPEJIEIICHHBIX dTanaxX BBICTYIATh KaK WICHUMbBIC U CIUTATHCS MPOU3BOIHBIMU. TakK, B CIIO-
BE€ IIETYX» PaHBIIE BBIIEISIICS CYyPHHUKC —TyX, M 3TOT 300HUM BO3MOXKHO OBIJIO COOTHECTH C TJIATOJIOM IIETHY», HO,
mo mHeHHIO [.O.BuHOKYpa, Takoe COOTHOIIEHHE «B COBPEMEHHOM PYCCKOM SI3bIKE HEpPEanbHO, T.K. XOTS METyX H
MOeT, HO METYX BCE JK€ HE O3HAUAET B HAIIIEM SI3bIKE TIOIOIIYI0 NTHITY» [Burokyp 1959: 44].

2) Ha3BaHUS KUBOTHBIX C MMEPEHOCHBIM, YMOIIMOHAIBHO — OIICHOYHBIM 3HaYeHUEM («IHCa» - XUTPHIHA, KOBAPHBIH
YeJIOBEK, «BOJIK» - KPOBOXKAIHBIN, )KECTOKAN 4eJIOBEK, «TEICHOK» - TIYINbIH, HAMBHBIA Yea0BeK). 300MopdHbIE
«MeTa(popb» OTHOCIATCS K HAIIMOHAJIBHO-KYJIBTYPHOW CIICIM(HUKE COOTBETCTBYIOIIEro Hapoaa. Llems 3Tux «MeTa-
(hop» 3aKiIOYaCTCS B TOM, YTOOBI MIPUITHCATH YCIOBEKY HEKOTOPHIC PU3HAKHU, KOTOPHIC HMEIOT OLICHOYHBIH CMBICT,
T.K. IEPEHOC Ha YeJIOBEKa MPU3HAKOB KUBOTHOTO MOAPA3yMEBAET OLEHOYHBIE KOHHOTALIUU.

HeobxoauMocTs TOMEIIEHUS TEPMHUHA «MeTaopay a KaBBIYKH 00YCIIOBJICHA TEM, YTO, [0 HANIEMY MHCHUIO U B
COOTBETCTBUU ¢ Toukoi 3penus B.B.KonecoBa mepBuuHON cxemMoil mepeHoca JIEKCHYECKOTO 3HAaYEHUs! C OLEHOY-
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