
Andreeva O. V. 
PRAGMATIC COMPONENTS OF TEXT IN TEACHING WRITTEN TRANSLATION 
Адрес статьи: www.gramota.net/materials/1/2008/2-2/3.html 
Статья опубликована в авторской редакции и отражает точку зрения автора(ов) по рассматриваемому вопросу. 
 

Источник 
Альманах современной науки и образования 
Тамбов: Грамота, 2008. № 2 (9): в 3-х ч. Ч. II. C. 12-13. ISSN 1993-5552. 
Адрес журнала: www.gramota.net/editions/1.html 
Содержание данного номера журнала: www.gramota.net/materials/1/2008/2-2/ 
 

© Издательство "Грамота" 
Информация о возможности публикации статей в журнале размещена на Интернет сайте издательства: www.gramota.net 
Вопросы, связанные с публикациями научных материалов, редакция просит направлять на адрес: almanaс@gramota.net 

http://www.gramota.net/materials/1/2008/2-2/3.html
http://www.gramota.net/materials/1/2008/2-2/3.html
http://www.gramota.net/editions/1.html
http://www.gramota.net/editions/1.html
http://www.gramota.net/materials/1/2008/2-2/
http://www.gramota.net/
http://www.gramota.net/
mailto:almanaс@gramota.net


 12 

продолжает пушкинскую традицию «точности и краткости» в обрисовке психологии человека и стремится к 
равновесию и гармонии - высшему выражению красоты, отвечающему «чувству соразмерности и сообраз-
ности». 

В некоторых рассказах Чехова чувство героя выносится в заглавие («Тоска», «Любовь», «Страх», «О 
любви») и раскрывается различными способами. Словесно обозначая психологическое состояние, во власти 
которого находится герой, писатель дает его внешнее, пластическое выражение, т. н. физический эквива-
лент. Например, чувство безмерного отцовского горя, которое мучает извозчика Иону Потапова («Тоска», 
1886), передается через подробности внешнего вида, жесты, позу, за которыми угадывается безысходная 
душевная боль. Как и Тургенев, Чехов использует обобщенное психологическое описание, прием паралле-
лизма, обнаруживая в жизни природы скрытые соответствия событиям, происходящим в жизни людей, со-
относит с явлениями природы, нередко приобретающими статус ценностных категорий, нравственно-
психологические драмы, переживаемые героями, их душевные движения, осуществляет углубление в пси-
хологию персонажа, придавая словам переносно-метафорическое значение.  

Итак, в сфере обобщенных психологических характеристик, к которым обращаются писатели в целях 
воспроизведения как устойчивого, статичного в эмоциональном мире героев, так и внутренней динамики, 
текучести душевной жизни, может быть установлен диалогический контакт между текстами, принадлежа-
щими разным национальным литературам. В «точке» этого контакта рождается смысл, который требует не 
формально-логической и содержательной трактовок, актуализирующих его внутреннюю неоднородность, но 
функционального толкования, раскрывающего его роль в формировании сходной для сопоставляемых тек-
стов целеустановки. В произведениях русских и татарских писателей обнаруживается общая, интегрирую-
щая их тенденция, - активизация стилистических показателей, соответствующих лирическому роду литера-
туры. К ним относятся несущая в себе стихию субъективности эмоциональная экспрессивность речи, ее 
темповая и ритмическая организация, разнообразные формы субъективированного повествования. 
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Teaching written translation has existed for thousand years. In spite of this fact the methodology of teaching 

translating is still in its infancy. Teaching translation by translating is the longest and less effective way to get the 
necessary skills. The approach which deals with translation mainly as a search for lexical and grammatical equiva-
lents in two languages may explain why learners are often unable to understand and reproduce the discourse as a 
whole despite the wealth of grammatical and lexical equivalents they have accumulated. The meaning of a sentence 
or a text is not composed of the sum of the meanings of the individual lexical items. 

The key to successful language learning lies not in accumulating language items but in understanding how infor-
mation is processed to convey a particular message. The various communicative purposes that language serves deter-
mine different types of discourse. The translation method must make the learner aware that certain communicative 
purposes obey underlying rules of universal nature and that the way these are marked varies from one language to 
another. 

The view that underlines our work is of translation as communicative process which takes place within a social 
context. This process involves the negotiation of meaning between producers and receivers of text. This is based on a 
new approach to translation studies which means shifting away from the incidental incompatibilities among languages 
toward the communicative factors represented in three dimensions of context: communicative, pragmatic and semiot-
ic. These three dimensions are expressed through text structure. In order to reconstruct them the translator has to ana-
lyze the source text. 

То reconstruct pragmatic aspects of the text it is necessary to define two notions: pragmatic dimension and func-
tional determination. Pragmatic dimension reflects its denotative content related to different life spheres through style, 
genre and register. Identifying functional determination of source text and its correct reconstruction in translated text is of 
vital importance as linguistic research shows the direct connection between functional determination and lexica-
grammatical organization of text. 

Genres are conventionalized forms of texts which reflect the functions and goals involved in particular social occasions 
as well as the purposes of the participants in them. From the socio-semiotic point of view, this particular use of language 
is best viewed in terms of norms which are internationalized as part of the ability to communicate. Genre and generic 
membership play an important role in the process of transfer between semiotic systems. Martin points out that the conven-
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tions of genres are indices of particular cultures which exert a strong influence over the way the genres are to be encoded 
in text. 

Identifying register membership of a text is an essential part of discourse processing; it involves the reader in a recon-
struction of what has taken place (field), who has participated (tenor), and medium has been selected for relaying the mes-
sage (mode). Together the three variables set up communicative transaction in the sentence that they provide the basic 
conditions for communication to take place. I the words of Halliday the category of register is postulated to account for 
what people do with their language. When we observe language activity in the various contexts in which it takes place, we 
find differences in the type of language selected as appropriate to different type of situation. That is to say, registers are 
defined in terms of differences in grammar, vocabulary, etc, between two samples of language activity. 

The second pragmatic aspect of text is functional determination which is concerned with the ability of text to fulfill ac-
tions. It is defined through rhetorical purpose (the overall intention of a text producer, as instantiated by the function of a 
text), implications, presuppositions, and pragmatic affect. Rhetorical structure of a text serves to a particular rhetorical 
purpose. Rhetorical structure of a text is a complex network of relationships and the way the underlying ideas are organized 
within text. It is built with the rhetorical acts (functional values: explaining, describing, defining, etc) performed by the 
sentence in the text: not the words and grammar, but the way the sentences are used. To understand more clearly what is 
meant by rhetorical structure, we need to think about the topic of the text, the writer's purpose in writing it and the audi-
ence he has in mind. Once we know the topic, purpose and the target reader, we can go on to ask how the writer approaches 
his objective. Answering this question involves tracing the rhetorical development of the text, how the text is organized. 
Readers need to be able to recognize how a text is organized, since this helps them to reach an interpretation. 

Tracing the rhetorical development of the text means perceiving how, given the raw material, the writer has selected 
from it, organized it and given it coherence, until it suits his purpose. Recognizing the organization of a paragraph means 
identify the topic, the main point, and the minor or supporting points and so on. Certainly this builds on other skills, par-
ticularly the skill of recognizing functional value. In fact the two are interdependent: you need to identify the value of 
each sentence in order to plot the structure of the paragraph. Equally, if you recognize the paragraph structure, this will help 
you to assign the value of each sentence. Readers have to recognize value in two distinct circumstances: a) when it is sig-
naled by a discourse marker or other means: b) when there is no explicit signal and the value therefore has to be inferred. 
Readers have to work out for themselves whether the writer intended the sentence to be a hypothesis, an example, a defini-
tion, etc. 

We identify text as the structural unit which informs translation's decisions about lexical, syntactical and other choices. 
It is crucial that rhetorical purpose (and the lower-level rhetorical functions which contribute to it) be identified. The whole 
mater of structural modifications and the degree to which they are permitted needs to be considered with the text producer's 
purpose in mind. In particular, degrees of evaluative-ness in the source text are of overriding importance when it comes to 
deciding what structure to preserve and how. 

It is the perception of pragmatic values such as these which enables translators to transfer the entity of the message into 
their translated language version. 

Presupposition is one more important component of text pragmatics. The idea that past experience gives rise to 
knowledge organized into schemata makes it easy to see that many connections between facts can be left unstated in 
texts.It is equally easy to see that there may be problems for readers who do not share the relevant schema. The writer will 
not waste time spelling out facts and relationships that he assumes are already in the reader's mind. So the reader may be 
left with too little information to make sense of the text. Either he does not have the schema at all, or his schema is 
significantly different from the writer's. 

Because presuppositions are unstated, readers are often unaware of them. These make them difficult to deal with; 
perhaps the reader has an uneasy impression that he does not fully understand the text but he cannot locate the cause. 
Readers who are aware of the potential problem are halfway to solving it; they scrutinize the text for unstated as-
sumptions and try to identify the mismatch that has produced their difficulty. 

The components of text pragmatics described earlier define special skills necessary for text analysis. We define 
the following skills: recognizing functional value, recognizing text organization, recognizing the presuppositions 
underlying the text, recognizing implications and making inferences, recognizing register and genre. 

The above mentioned skills should be included into the set of special translation skills that can be learnt. The 
learner - translator can learn only when he understands the learning tasks and when these tasks are integrated in a 
reliable and generalized-discourse framework. 
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